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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

The RCE filed on June 12, 2007 has been processed. A non-final follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 31-38, 40-47, and 49-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Orrin (2002/0128940) in view of Movalli (6,745,936). 

Orrin discloses the invention substantially as claimed; however, Orrin does not 
disclose validating that the representative of the first party has permission to make the 
amendment to the financial transaction by using a public key of a security officer 
associated with the first party to verify that the permission information was signed by a 
corresponding private key belonging to the security officer associated with the first 
party. Movalli teaches a method and corresponding medium and apparatus for 
generating secured endorsed transactions comprising validating that the representative 
of the first party has permission to make the amendment to the financial transaction by 
using a public key of a security officer associated with the first party to verify that the 
permission information was signed by a corresponding private key belonging to the 
security officer associated with the first party (col. 3, lines 30-67). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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incorporate the teachings of Movalli within Orrin for the motivation of providing more 
secure transactions. 

Claims 39, 48, and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Orrin and Movalli as applied to claims 31, 40, and 49 above, and in 
further view of Stone (2002/0128958). 

Orrin discloses and Movalli teaches the invention substantially as claimed and 
further discloses that the invention may be used in any market, which may include the 
foreign exchange market (p. 9, 115); however, Orrin does not disclose wherein the 
financial transaction involves foreign exchange, and wherein a trade record for the 
financial transaction includes a trade identifier, a trade date, an identifier for a first 
currency, a first currency amount, an identifier for a first organization providing the first 
currency, an identifier for a second currency, a second currency amount, and an 
identifier for a second organization providing the second currency. Stone teaches a 
method and corresponding computer-readable storage medium and apparatus 
comprising the use of digital signatures in foreign exchanges (p. 2, 17-18 and p. 9, 104 — 
in the foreign exchange, it is well known to provide the trade record for the financial 
transaction includes a trade identifier, a trade date, an identifier for a first currency, a 
first currency amount, an identifier for a first organization providing the first currency, an 
identifier for a second currency, a second currency amount, and an identifier for a 
second organization providing the second currency). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
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teachings of Stone within Orrin and Movalli for the motivation of providing an alternative 
use for the digital signatures and amendments to financial transactions. 

Although the Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the 
prior art(s) of record in the body of this action, the specified citations are merely 
representative of the teachings in the art as applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim. Since other passages and figures may apply to the claimed invention 
as well, it is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all of the claimed invention, 
as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the 
Examiner 

Provisional Application Listed on PTO-892 form 

If a copy of a provisional application listed on the bottom portion of the 
accompanying Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) form is not included with this 
Office action and the PTO-892 has been annotated to indicate that the copy was not 
readily available, it is because the copy could not be readily obtained when the Office 
action was mailed. Should applicant desire a copy of such a provisional application, 
applicant should promptly request the copy from the Office of Public Records (OPR) in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(a)(1)(iv) t paying the required fee under 37 CFR 
1.19(b)(1). If a copy is ordered from OPR, the shortened statutory period for reply to 
this Office action will not be reset under MPEP § 710.06 unless applicant can 
demonstrate a substantial delay by the Office in fulfilling the order for the copy of the 
provisional application. Where the applicant has been notified on the PTO-892 that a 
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copy of the provisional application is not readily available, the provision of MPEP § 
707.05(a) that a copy of the cited reference will be automatically furnished without 
charge does not apply. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 31-57 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




